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ADJUDICATORY HEARING CHECKLIST

1.
Timely Hearing:



___ Date child removed: ________________________________________________


___ Date of Adjudicatory Hearing: ________________________________________


        (Note:  The Adjudicatory Hearing shall be held within 60 days of the denial of the 


         allegations in the petition. Allow continuances for good cause only for 90 total days.  In other words, for good cause an additional 30 days may be allowed) 
2.
Notice of Hearing:

___ Determine if written notice of time, place and purpose of the Adjudicatory 


       Hearing was issued to child and child’s:


___ Mother and attorney 


___ Father and attorney



___ Guardians/custodians and attorney 
___ GAL and/or attorney 




___ Tribe (If ICWA applies)


___ If a party is not present and not properly served, reset Adjudicatory Hearing as to 


        the absent party.  


___ Proceed with Adjudicatory Hearing as to parent/party who had proper notice.


___ Determine efforts are being made by DFS and County Attorney to locate/notify 


       absent parent(s).  

3.
Who Should Be Present:

	__ Judge
	__ Child(ren)

	__ County/District Attorney 
	__ Guardian ad Litem

	__ Mother
	__ Child’s Attorney

	__ Father 
	__ CASA

	__ Guardians/Custodians
	__ Spouse of Child, if any  

	__Parents’ Attorneys
	__ Court Reporter

	__ Caseworker
	__ Service Providers

	__ Age Appropriate Children
	__ Adult/Juvenile Probation Officer

	__ Extended Family Members
	__ Other Witnesses

	__ Foster/Preadoptive Parents
	__ Security Personnel

	__ Law Enforcement
	__ Friends of the Family


4.
Procedure:

___ If not previously done, advise the parent(s) of his/her rights.


___ Explain purpose of the proceedings.


___ Provide opportunity to admit or deny allegations.  



___ If parent(s) admit: 





___ Determine competency.




___ Determine which allegation(s) of the Petition will be admitted.




___ Receive factual basis under oath on the record. 


___ If the parent(s) deny:    




___ Allow opening statements;



___ Take oath of witnesses;



___ Receive evidence; and


            ___ Determine which allegations of the Petition have been proven if     

 


      bench trial or enter jury verdict.

            


___ Determine if MDT and Predisposition Reports have been filed.  If yes, may 


       proceed immediately to Disposition Hearing. 

5.    
Child’s Well-being & Family Services: 


Placement:


___ Determine the child’s placement prior to disposition.  

___ Ask DFS to evaluate relatives and friend of the family as possible caregivers.    

       (Note:  Determine if paternity has been established and father evaluated as potential  

        placement option?)


Services:


___ If disposition is to be set at a later time, ask DFS to address what services can be 


       given to the parent(s) prior to disposition.  

___ Order services appropriate to the family that will allow child to remain/reunify 


       with the family.  


___ Address whether the child needs any physical/mental examinations prior to 


       disposition.


Visitation:


___ Determine if DFS visitation plan is in the best interest of the child and if parties 


       are in agreement with the plan.  

___ Advise parent(s) that timely appearance and sobriety is expected and to 


       contact DFS if unable to make visit. 


Educational issues: 


___ Determine if the child’s educational needs are being met.
6.
Contrary to the Welfare and Reasonable Efforts Findings:  


Contrary to the welfare and R/E findings shall be detailed & child specific.

___ Ask DFS to detail efforts made to avoid protective placement of child.

___ Determine whether continuation in the home would be contrary to the 


       child’s welfare.  (Note:  This finding shall be made at the first court hearing 


       authorizing the child’s removal).  


Reasonable efforts findings  (Choose one (1) of the following three (3) options):

___ DFS made reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate the need for placement, 


        including: ________________________________________________________


___ The lack of efforts by DFS to prevent/eliminate need for removal was reasonable


       due to the following emergency circumstances: ___________________________


___ DFS has NOT made reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate the need 


       for placement because:  ______________________________________________


reasonable efforts not required

___ Reasonable efforts are not required when the court finds clear and convincing evidence that the parent(s) has committed certain crimes or abandoned the child (see long form).
7.
Schedule Next Hearing:


___ Disposition Hearing Date: ___________________________________


       (Note:  The Hearing shall be held within 60 days of adjudication).

___ Six-Month Review Hearing Date: _____________________________________

___ Permanency Hearing Date: __________________________________________ 
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