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FOREWORD

In 2011, the Children’s Justice Project of the Wyoming Supreme Court charged us with
creating the first set of comprehensive juvenile pattern jury instructions for use statewide in
juvenile and district courts. Although termination of parental rights (TPR) cases are not
technically juvenile cases, they are included in these pattern instructions because of their unique
nature and similar subject matter.

Over the next several years, a group of committed professionals collaborated to create
instructions that reflect best practices in courts around the state and which comply with state
statutes and applicable case law. Both the current Civil and Criminal Pattern Jury Instructions
served as models in order to promote consistency and accuracy. We hope these instructions will
assist Wyoming practitioners and the judiciary in jury trials of delinquency, CHINS, abuse and
neglect and TPR cases. We likewise hope that the use of these pattern instructions will support an
increased level of uniformity in juvenile and district courts around the state.

These instructions are organized in a manner that is intended to be efficient to users, with
the understanding that instructions will be tailored to each case. The instructions are organized as
follows:

Section 1: Instructions likely to be applicable in all juvenile and TPR cases;

Section 2: Instructions likely to be applicable in delinquency and CHINS cases, which
are consistent with the Wyoming Rules of Criminal Procedure;

Section 3: Instructions specific to delinquency cases;
Section 4: Instructions specific to CHINS cases;

Section 5: Instructions likely to be applicable in abuse and neglect and TPR cases,
which are consistent with the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure;

Section 6: Instructions specific to abuse and neglect cases;
Section 7: Instructions specific to TPR cases.

These instructions are the result of a tremendous amount of time, dedication and hard
work by a group of practicing attorneys and the tireless commitment of District Court Judge Nena
James. We would like to thank the following committee members for their time, energy and hard
work: Amy Bach, Timothy C. Cotton, Herb K. Doby, Jessica Loeper, Monique McBride Meese,
Robert E. Oldham, Bobbi D. Overtield, Cole N. Sherard, Cynthia K. Sweet, Kevin D. Taheri,
Peggy A. Trent, Lauretta Young Welch, and Cindi Wood.
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