IN THE SUPREME COURT, STATE OF WYOMING

April Term, A.D. 2015

In the Matter of the Amendments to the )
Rules and Procedures Governing )
Admission to the Practice of Law

ORDER AMENDING THE RULES AND PROCEDURES GOVERNING
ADMISSION TO THE PRACTICE OF LAW

The Wyoming Board of Law Examiners has recommended that this Court amend the
Rules and Procedures Governing Admission to the Practice of Law. This Court finds that the
Board’s recommendations should be adopted. It is, therefore,

ORDERED that the amendments to the Rules and Procedures Governing Admission to
the Practice of Law, attached hereto, are adopted by the Court to be effective July 1, 2015; and it
is further

ORDERED that this order and the attached amendments shall be published in the
advance sheets of the Pacific Reporter; the attached amendments shall be published in the
Wyoming Court Rules Volume; and that this order and the attached amendments shall be

published online at the Wyoming Judicial Branch’s website, http://www.courts.state.wy.us. The
amendments shall also be recorded in the journal of this Court.

DATED this 2™ day of June, 2015.
BY THE COURT:
/sl

E. JAMES BURKE
Chief Justice



Rules and Procedures Governing Admission to the Practice of Law

SECTION |
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Rule 100. Statutory authority; Definitions.

(@) These Rules are promulgated pursuant to W.S. 88 33-5-101 et seq. As to applications for
admission to the bar, generally, see W.S. § 33-5-104. As to qualifications of applicants, see W.S.
§ 33-5-105. As to entitlement to two examinations, certificate of admission and disposition of
fees, see W.S. § 33-5-106. As to fraudulent applications as cause for revocation, see W.S. § 33-
5-107.

(b) All references herein to the “Court,” the “Board,” the “Bar” and the “Committee” shall
refer respectively to the Wyoming Supreme Court, the Wyoming State Board of Law Examiners,
the Wyoming State Bar and the Character and Fitness Committee of the Wyoming State Board
of Law Examiners, unless otherwise specifically provided.

(c) “NCBE” refers to the National Conference of Bar Examiners.

(d) “UBE” refers to the Uniform Bar Examination as developed by the NCBE.

(e) “MBE” refers to the Multistate Bar Examination component of the UBE.

(f) “MEE” refers to the Multistate Essay Examination component of the UBE.

(g) “MPT” refers to the Multistate Performance Test component of the UBE.

(h) “MPRE” refers to the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination as developed
by the NCBE

Rule 101. Board of Law Examiners.

(@) Pursuant to W.S. § 33-5-101, the Board of Law Examiners shall consist of five resident
members of the Bar who are learned, experienced and of generally recognized ability and
integrity and who have further completed five years in the active practice of law. The Court, with
advice and recommendation from the president of the Bar, shall appoint all members for a term
of three (3) years. No person appointed shall be permitted to serve for more than two (2)
consecutive, full terms. Any vacancy created for whatever cause or reason shall be filled by
appointment by the Court with advice of and recommendation from the president of the Bar. No
more than one member shall be appointed from the same judicial district. Each member of the
Board shall take and subscribe an oath to faithfully, carefully and impartially perform all of the
duties imposed as a member of the Board, which oath shall be entered upon the minutes retained
by the Bar on behalf of the Court The Board shaII deS|gnate a chalr and a—weeeharr—seeretary

%eeeutwe—D%eter—ef—the—Bar the Executlve D|rector of the Bar shall serve as Executlve

Secretary to the Board.




(b) Pursuant to W.S. 8§ 33-5-102, the Board shall hold at least two regular meetings each year
for the examination and review of all applicants, at times and places designated by the chair.
Other meetings of the Board shall be called as necessary by the chair at such place or places as
may be convenient. These other meetings may be conducted by telephone conference call. At all
meetings, a majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum. Members of the Board are excused
from court appearances in all courts of the State of Wyoming while in attendance at any meeting
of the Board duly called by its chair provided reasonable and timely notice of such a meeting is
conveyed to the appropriate court and to opposing counsel. It shall further be the duty of the
Board to certify and recommend all applicants for admission to the Court. All
petitions/applications for examination, admission on motion and for admission by UBE score
transfer shall be filed with the Court and forwarded to the Board, which shall verify information
on each applicant's petition, investigate each applicant's qualifications and conduct further
proceedings described in Section IV as it deems necessary to determine character and fitness.
Upon completing such examination and/or investigation described herein, the Board shall report
its recommendations and findings to the Court in a timely manner.

(c) Pursuantto-W-S--8-33-5-103eEach member of the Board shall receive compensation, a
per diem and mileage allowance as provided—-bylawor—as allowed by the Court. Expenses
incurred by Board members shall be directly and individually submitted upon an itemized
voucher to the Executive Secretary of the Board for proper verification and certification. Upon
obtaining such a voucher and securing the appropriate certification, the Executive Secretary shall
promptly submit the voucher and certification to the Court for payment from revenues earmarked
for the Board.
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SECTION I
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION BY EXAMINATION

Rule 201. Applications for Examination.

(@) The UBE shall be administered in February and July of each year. An application to take
the February administration of the UBE must be filed with the Clerk of the Court no later than
the 15th day of November. An application to take the July administration of the UBE must be
filed with the Clerk of the Court no later than the 15th day of April. Filing will not be measured
measure by postmark dates. Faxes and emails will not be accepted.
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Rule 202. Educational Requirements.
@) The Board shall before allowmg an appllcant to take the UBE, be satlsfled that the
appllcant has-satisfa . ! A3 A




elf—eaelcr—yealL is an adult Who has been awarded a_juris doctor deqree from a IaW school
accredited by the American Bar Association.
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Rule 211. Passing Scores and Notification of Results.
(a) A passing score on the UBE is a scaled score of 270 total points or greater.

(1) The formula for determining the total UBE score is: MBE Scaled Score + MEE/MPT
Scaled Score = UBE Total Scaled Score.

(2) Raw MBE scores (the number of questions correctly answered) are converted to scale
scores by the NCBE by use of a formula designed to make scores comparable from one exam
administration to another. The MBE is weighted as 50% of the UBE total score.

(3) The combined MEE/MPT raw scores are converted to scale scores by the NCBE by
use of a formula designed to make scores comparable from one exam to another. The MEE and
MPT are weighted together as 50% of the UBE total score, with the MEE worth 30% and the
MPT worth 20%.

(b) A passmg score on the MPRE is a scaled score of 85 pomts or greater Ihepassmgéeere

appllcatlon WI|| not be con3|dered untll the appllcant has submltted ewdence of a passing MPRE

score. Such evidence must be submitted within one year of the date of administration of the
examination on which the applicant obtained a passing UBE score.
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SECTION Il
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION ON MOTION OR BY TRANSFER OF UBE SCORE

*hkkkk



Rule 302. Eligibility for Admission on Motion.

At the discretion of the Court, and upon the submission of (1) the application(s) required by
the Board certifying the qualifications of eligibility listed below, (2) all supporting data, and (3)
the necessary fees, admission may be granted to an applicant who:

(@) Has been awarded a juris doctor (JD) erBachelor-of-Lettersof Law(LLB) by a law
school approved accredited by the American Bar Association; and who

(b) Is not now nor ever has been admitted to the practice of law in Wyoming or, if
previously admitted, one whose membership was withdrawn; and who

(c) Has been admitted to practice as an attorney in the highest court in any state, territory or
district of the United States by passing a written examination as required by such other state,
territory or district; and who

(d) Has not been denied on motion to practice law in Wyoming or been allowed to withdraw
an application due to questions raised by the Board on character and fitness within the last two
years; and who

(e) Has not previously engaged in the unauthorized practice of law; and who

(F) Has engaged in the active, authorized practice of law for a minimum of 300 hours per
year for five of the seven years immediately preceding the date of application, in a UBE
jurisdiction or a jurisdiction (or jurisdictions) that grants bar admission without examination to
attorneys licensed in Wyoming on the basis of practice in Wyoming; and who

(g) Has shown that the applicant has met all such other requirements as may be appropriately
prescribed by the Board to demonstrate qualification, character and fitness to practice law; and
who

(h) Is currently a member in good standing in all jurisdictions where admitted.

*hkkkikk

Rule 304. Applications for Admission on Motion, Fees and Filing Deadlines.

*kkkk

() Completed applications are to be filed with the Clerk of the Court. Incomplete
applications will not be accepted for filing.

Rule 305. Applications for Admission by Transfer of UBE Score.

(@) UBE transfer applicants are those applicants who have taken the UBE in another
jurisdiction. It is the applicant's sole responsibility to contact the NCBE to initiate steps for the
transfer of the applicant's UBE score.

(b) Eligibility. A UBE transfer applicant may be admitted without further examination if the
applicant earned a passing score on the UBE and-the—MPRRE-at an examination that was
conducted less than three years prior to application for admission. A score is considered to have
been earned on the date of administration of the UBE that resulted in the score. The application
must be accompanied by evidence of a passing MPRE score. The UBE transfer applicant must
also meet the eligibility requirements contained in Rule 302(a), (b), (d), (e), (g) and (h).
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SECTION IV
CHARACTER AND FITNESS OF BAR APPLICANTS

*kkkk

Rule 402. Investigation of Applicants.
*kkkk
(c) To supplement the character report of the NCBE for applicants for admission the
Committee may contact persons listed as references on an applicant's character report, persons
providing requisite certification of character and fitness, an applicant’s previous employer(s) or
such other persons as may offer relevant information regarding the applicant's ability and fitness
to assume the duties and responsibilities of a member of the Bar. When deemed appropriate by
the Committee, the Committee may engage one or more non-lawyer consultants to assist in
evaluating an applicant’s character and fitness to practice law.
*kkkk
() _An applicant who affirmatively asserts rehabilitation from prior conduct as set forth in
Rule 401(b) must produce evidence of rehabilitation which may include, but is not limited to, the
following:
(1) compliance with the specific conditions of any disciplinary, judicial, administrative,
or other order, where applicable;
(2) good character and moral standing in the community;
(3) good reputation for professional ability, where applicable;
(4) lack of malice and ill feeling toward those who, by duty, were compelled to bring
about the disciplinary, judicial, administrative, or other proceeding;
(5) personal assurances, supported by corroborating evidence, of a desire and intention to
conduct one’s self in an exemplary fashion in the future;
(6) restitution of funds or property, where applicable;
(7) _positive action showing rehabilitation by occupation, community service or civic
service; and
(8) any other evidence which reflects rehabilitation of the applicant.

*hkkkk

Rule 404. Request for Hearing.

(@) The applicant shall have the right to file with the Board a written request for hearing
within 30 days after receipt of the notice described in Rule 403. Failure to file a timely request
for hearing shall constitute a waiver of any right to hearing, and the applicant shall be deemed to
have abandoned the application.

(b) Followmg recelpt by the Board of a request for a hearmg the appllcant shall have%hrrty

be provrded wrth a copy of all documents revrewed by the Character and Fltness Commlttee in
arriving at its determination regarding the applicant’s character and fitness to practice law.

(c) The Board shall notify the applicant and the Committee of the date, time and place of the
hearing.
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SECTION V
ADMISSION TO PRACTICE

*hkkikk

Rule 504. Attorney’s Oath Form; Entry on Minutes; Time Limit on Admission.

(@) Pursuant to W.S. § 33-5-112, following the order of the Court admitting the applicant to
the Bar with authority to practice as an attorney and counselor at law in the Court and all courts
of the State of Wyoming, the candidate shall make the following oath:

"I, , do solemnly swear that | will support, obey and defend the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution and laws of the State of Wyoming,
and that | will faithfully and honestly and to the best of my ability discharge the duties of
an Attorney and Counselor at Law."

The oath may be administered by the clerk or any of the justices of the Court, or by a clerk or
any judge of a Wyoming district court. If the applicant resides outside the state, the oath may be
administered in another state or territory of the United States by a judge or justice of a court of

general jurisdiction or an appellate court by—anyjudicial-officer{i-e—judge—or—court—clerk)
atthorized-to-administer-oaths.

(b) The completed original attorney’s oath must be filed with the Clerk of the Court no more
than ninety days after the date of the Court’s order admitting the applicant to the Bar. Except as
provided below, failure to timely satisfy the provision of this rule shall require an applicant to
recommence the application process including a new application, payment of fees, a character
and fitness investigation and retaking of the Bar Examination, if applicable.

(c) An applicant who fails to take and file the oath within ninety days from the date of the
Court’s order may, for up to 12 months from the date of the Court’s order admitting the applicant
to the Bar, file an affidavit with the Board explaining the cause of the delay. Upon consideration
of the affidavit, the Board may, for good cause shown, recommend to the Court that the applicant
be permitted to file the oath late or recommend to the Court that the applicant not be permitted to
file the oath late.
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